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Spring	2013	– Hillsborough	&	Manatee	Cos
Heavy	thrips damage	across	commodities
● Eggplant
● Cabbage
● Strawberries
● Ornamentals



No	evidence	of	routine	or	widespread	
overuse	of	Radiant	in	2012-2013	season.



Field	Trials	2014	and	2015

1. Identify	thrips species	

2.	Evaluate	alternatives	to	Radiant



Materials	evaluated	2014	-15	- GCREC

Trade	name Active	Ingredient Rate/acre IRAC	MoA
Code

Brigade	WSB bifenthrin 20	oz. 3A

Assail	30SG acetamiprid 6.9	oz. 4A

Closer	SC sulfoxaflor 4.5	fl.	oz. 4C

Radiant	SC spinetoram 10	fl.	oz. 5

Rimon 0.83	EC novaluron 12	fl. oz. 15

Apta 1.3	SC* tolfenpyrad 21	fl.	oz. 21A

Exirel 100	SE* cyazypyr 20.5	fl.	oz. 28

*Not	yet	labeled	for	strawberry



Week	1 Week	2 Week	3 Week	4
1 None None None None
2 Radiant Radiant Closer	 Radiant
3 Radiant Assail Rimon Radiant
4 Closer	 Radiant Assail Radiant
5 Exirel* Radiant Closer		 Assail
6 Apta* Closer	 Assail Radiant
7 Brigade Brigade Brigade Brigade

Rotations	evaluated	2014-15	- GCREC

*Not	labelled	for	strawberry
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2014-2015	Florida	Flower	Thrips Pooled	
(Four	Sample	Dates	Each	Year)
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2015	– Thrips were	identified	from	green	
and	pink	fruit	as	well	as	flowers.
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Results
2014	and	2015

● Florida	flower	thrips was	the	predominant	species	
in	strawberry	flowers.

● Florida	flower	thrips was	susceptible	to	all	
insecticide	rotations	tested.

● Rotations	with	3,	2	or	1	application	of	Radiant	were	
equally	effective	in	suppressing	Florida	flower	thrips .

● No	insecticide	rotation	reduced	numbers	of	western	
flower	thrips compared	to	UTC.



Results

2015

● F.	bispinosa was	the	predominant	species	on	
strawberry	fruit.

● Most	rotations	were	comparable	in	suppression	
of	larvae	on	fruit.



2015-16	Trials	Funded	by	FDACS
● Silver	vs	Black	Mulch

● 9	insecticides	
1/week	x	4	weeks	(no	rotations)



Insecticide Active Rate/Acre MoA Code

Assail	30	SG acetamiprid 6.9	oz. 4A

Aza-Direct azadirachtins 32	fl.	oz. ---

Brigade	WSB bifenthrin 2	lbs 3A

Captiva capsicum 32	fl.	oz. ---

Closer	SC sulfoxaflor 4.5	fl.	oz. 4C

Exirel 100	SE	
(+	Induce)

cyazypyr 20.5 28

Pyganic 1.4	EC pyrethrins 32	fl.	oz. 3

Radiant spinetoram 6		fl.	oz. 5

Surround kaolin	clay 12.5	lb ---

Insecticide	treatments	–
● Applied	weekly	4	times
● Surround:	applied	twice	weekly
Feb	18	– Mar	17	2015
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Flower	thrips thrive	on	floral	resources.

High	thrips numbers	don’t	always	mean	
insecticide	failures.

Wild	Radish Citrus	blooms



Thrips in	central	Florida	strawberry

Florida	
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Thrips identification	materials	developed	with	support	
from	FSGA

Quick	Guides Posters



Thrips
● Increasing	in	importance	across	Florida.

● Need	to	improve	diagnostic	capabilities	across	state.

Thrips ID	workshop,	LaBelle	Florida
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